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Wow! What a ride, for you and me both! A huge thank you to those of you who rode, you’re the reason we do this.
Big congratulations to François Swanepoel who won in a fantastic time of 04:44:04! Second was the man who knows the race better than anyone, Neil Cable, race time 05:13:20. Third was a local man from Dordrecht , riding his first Rhodes extreme, Jan Jordaan. His race time 05:30:55.
First mens team home was Ryan Butterworth and Andre Truter in 05:59:05
And our only mixed team were our visitors from Germany, Udo and Manuela Kolbe, ably guided by another Rhodes extreme veteran, Peter Cable. Their time 08:20:05. 
I have put the full time list at the end of the newsletter. Well done to all!
The night ride was, I believe, enjoyed by all with the possible exception of Tony Laubser. He took a tumble and rode several km’s with a possible broken collar bone. Get better soon Tony! 
Thank you’s:
Huge thank you to Anton Apps and crew. You’ll probably all get to be TV stars thanks to Anton’s generous sponsoring of the TV coverage. The website, where you’ll be able to see your photos within a few weeks, is also sponsored by him. And we would have struggled without the tireless effort of the crew, Chantelle, Phillipa, Dave and Brenden who took a huge weight off my shoulders, running around, doing registration and of course, manning the infamous “Arrestor Bed” night table.
Jeff Mauer of Cycle Torque, East London sponsored the raffle bike and sent Benji to us to look after the riders bikes. The raffle was won by Loekie Smit, wife of local farmer Rassie. She wanted the bike for her son but took one look at it and decided to keep it for herself! Congrats Loekie and thanks to Benji and Jeff.
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Loekie receives her new Bike from Benji
Unfortunately the other Intellisports trackers did not get to us in time, but the one I did have did a great job of letting me know where the riders were. It is so nice to have real time race info and I would recommend the system to any race organiser. Thanks to Lani from Intellisports!
A special thanks goes to Williem and Wilna Jansen, and Janbert and Caroline Reeders for the use of their lands for the night race.  They receive no compensation and put livestock at risk letting us ride their farms and I know that you guys really appreciate the generosity.  And thanks to Stephanus and Melani Naude (and kids!) for again manning the Naudes Nek water table!
Thank you to the establishments for accomodating and feeding the riders. Walkerbouts, Rubicon and The Rhodes Hotel.
I need to thank the Amatola MTB club for the help and encouragement I was given as I embarked on this journey. Especially Cathi Watson and her hubby Allen. Allen was our race medic and was a reassuring presence. Thanks too to our race Commissar, Antoinette Harding who does a huge amount for Eastern Cape cycling.
Thanks to the establishments who gave accommodation prizes:
Tenahead Mountain Lodge, Rhodes Retreats, Rubicon, Walkerbouts, Dogs Folly
And Anton Apps made his own personal Rhodes house available for a lucky winner! 
If you as a prize winner can’t use the prize, please give it to someone you know, who will appreciate Rhodes and all we have to offer. 
... If this was an Oscar acceptance speech, I’d have been dragged of by now! Just a little more! 
Thanks to the RMBC members for their support and encouragement. It was a great team effort.
Thanks to Charl Tauber for providing and driving the camera quad and thanks to William and Mike (camera guys) and Dirk Steynberg for driving the other quad.
Thanks to the Zakhele volunteer marshals and the Rhodes town folks who manned gates on the night ride.
And the water table folk, Dave, Penny, Theo, Alta, Roger, Dudley, Nolan and Shauna... many thanks!
If I have left anybody out, my apologies. There are just so many people involved in a successful event.
Keep an eye out for my next newsletter which will tell you about our plans for next year.  We are going to shift dates to avoid clashes and make the event more family friendly to make coming all this way, worthwhile for you.
Ok... things are getting back to normal. The unicorns are moving back upriver but they said they’ll be back next year.
Thanks everyone.
Regards
Deon Louw (...who’s now going to sleep for a week. Do not disturb!)
 082 944 7120
rhodesextreme@gmail.com
www.rhodesextreme.co.za
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Race  # Team_name First_name Surname

TIME

11A  Francois  Swanepoel 4:44:04

20A Neil Cable 5:13:20

01A Jan Jordaan 5:30:55

15A  ASG  Bruce  Foulis 5:35:39

16A  Ralton  Roebert 5:43:08

13A  Lone Ranger  Nick  Taschner 5:54:11

08A  Ray  Ray   Sephton 5:56:11

07A ryan  Ryan  Butterworth 5:59:03

07B ryan  Andre  Truter 5:59:05

02A  Quintin  Starkey 5:59:07

18A Qarah Nico le Roux 6:00:41

14B  Plasie  Fritz  Rheeder 6:07:28

14A  Plasie  Dries  Kruger 6:07:31

17A Grey College James Reeder 6:19:00

04C  Twiddle Dee & Dum & Dumdum  Wayne  Harris 6:48:02

04B  Twiddle Dee & Dum & Dumdum  Ian  Moss 6:48:03

04A  Twiddle Dee & Dum & Dumdum  Craig  Snelling 6:48:04

03B  Kokstad Mountain Warriors  Bryan  Clarke 7:31:34

03A  Kokstad Mountain Warriors  Hugo  Groeneveld 7:31:43

06C  Hillrabbits 302 Peter Cable 8:20:04

06A  Hillrabbits 302  Udo  Kolbe 8:20:05

06B  Hillrabbits 302  Manuela  Kolbe 8:20:05

15B  ASG  Tony  Laubser DNS
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		Race  #		Team_name		First_name		Surname		TIME

		11A				 Francois		 Swanepoel		4:44:04

		20A				Neil		Cable		5:13:20

		01A				Jan		Jordaan		5:30:55

		15A		 ASG		 Bruce		 Foulis		5:35:39

		16A				 Ralton		 Roebert		5:43:08

		13A		 Lone Ranger		 Nick		 Taschner		5:54:11

		08A		 Ray		 Ray 		 Sephton		5:56:11

		07A		ryan		 Ryan		 Butterworth		5:59:03

		07B		ryan		 Andre		 Truter		5:59:05

		02A				 Quintin		 Starkey		5:59:07

		18A		Qarah		Nico		le Roux		6:00:41

		14B		 Plasie		 Fritz		 Rheeder		6:07:28

		14A		 Plasie		 Dries		 Kruger		6:07:31

		17A		Grey College		James		Reeder		6:19:00

		04C		 Twiddle Dee & Dum & Dumdum		 Wayne		 Harris		6:48:02

		04B		 Twiddle Dee & Dum & Dumdum		 Ian		 Moss		6:48:03

		04A		 Twiddle Dee & Dum & Dumdum		 Craig		 Snelling		6:48:04

		03B		 Kokstad Mountain Warriors		 Bryan		 Clarke		7:31:34

		03A		 Kokstad Mountain Warriors		 Hugo		 Groeneveld		7:31:43

		06C		 Hillrabbits 302		Peter		Cable		8:20:04

		06A		 Hillrabbits 302		 Udo		 Kolbe		8:20:05

		06B		 Hillrabbits 302		 Manuela		 Kolbe		8:20:05

		15B		 ASG		 Tony		 Laubser		DNS
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