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on a gravel road into an untouched little piece of paradise
filled with frolicking waterfalls and cascading creeks.

A reasonably flat, 40km-plus return ride along the road
from Gateshead Cottage (a sublime country hideaway if

you want to hike, Fly-Fish and mountain bike to your heart’s
content) offers a leisurely gravel cruise. Rock-hopping and
sheep-track riding options also abound along the edge of
the spruit, allowing you to up the excitement levels.

BEST MOUNTAIN BIKE RIDES IN SA
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RHODES

A multi-day ride traversing private farms in the Bokspruit
area is also an option, where a gnarly crossing of the Bulhoek
Pass makes up part of the ride.

Closer to Maclear, more off-road riding may be had on Hope
Holiday Farms. Again, most of the riding is along farm roads,
but the many cattle tracks and walking trails along the Mooi River
are sure to entice riders not averse to a bit of portaging.
Affordable accommodation in rondavels, with stunning views
across the densely wooded river course and undulating
Drakensberg foothills, makes this a truly awesome outdoor
adventure stopover.

If you're based at Tiffindell, bang yourself down onto a raw
and rude downhill run skittering along the Wartrail Road. The
first 10km of riding along the grassy plateau is relatively flat, but
the gradient goes ballistic as soon as you pop your front wheel
onto the first gravel switchback to plunge headlong over the
escarpment. Twenty nine kilometres and an almost 1 000m
difference in height later, you will bottom out on a heart-
thumping high, ready to take on the three-hour return ride, or
maybe not! Promise we won't tell if you get your buddies to come
and pick you up.

A visit to the picturesque village of Rhodes in the northern reaches
of the mountainous Eastern Cape will allow you to experience the
charm of a forgotten era.

Don’t miss the Bell’s Whisky Wild Trout Fly-fishing Festival in
March, an annual quad bike and off-road Moto-X Rally in
February, or the winter snow sport season at Tiffindell Ski Resort
(where you can down schnapps while strapped by your ankles to
the ceiling of the highest pub in South Africa). (011) 787-9090

The Ben MacDhui Trail, a 51km/three-day circular hike from
Rhodes, will not only keep you out of the saddle for a few days, but
will also set you down on the summit of Ben MacDhui, at
3 001m the highest peak in what used to be the old Cape Province.

Nearby Maclear offers an easier walk where you can view
fossilised dinosaur footprints believed to be more than 200
million years old.

Contact the Rhodes Hotel to find out more about options such
as horse trails, wing shooting, challenging 4x4 routes, kloofing,
climbing, scrambling and country drives. (045) 974-9308

NEexT PaGe: The picturesque village of Rhodes nestling
within the Drakensberg foothills.
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FAST FACTS

ROUTE
A circular gravel route sky-lining from Rhodes along
38km of good gravel road and 46km of gnarly dirt.

TRAFFIC
Maybe a few vehicles along Naudé's Nek, but chances
are that it will be just you and your bike on this ride.

ATTRACTIONS

Majestic mountain views; great gulps of fresh
air; rare bird sightings; winter wonderland;
trout streams.

START POINT
Rhodes Village:
30°47.745" South, 27°57.947’ East

FACILITIES
Rhodes Hotel, Walkerbouts Inn, plus a range
of B&Bs and farm stays abound.

ENTRY FEE
Public roads, so you ride for free.
Access to private land should be easy to arrange.

CONTACT NUMBERS

Ukhahlamba Region Tourism: (045) 974-S900
tour-escape@telkomsa.net

Rhodes Tourism Office: (045) 974-9290
dave@wildtrout.co.za

Walkerbouts Inn: (045) 974-9290

Map info: Craig Beech at cheech@mighty.co.za

BEWARE OF

\Weather prone to rapid change; extremely
steep downhill along Carlisle’s Hoek; slippery
terrain when wet.

THUMBS DOWN
Despite the incredible beauty of the area, this is
very much a ride along a (very gnarly in places)
dirt road. Plus, getting to Rhodes from anywhere
in South Africa will mean spending quite a few
hours cooped up in a car.





